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ACTS OF LEGISLATION 


‘AFFECTING THE 


American Printing House for the Blind. 


The following act was approved January 20, 1858, entitled 
“An Act to establish the American Printing House for the 
Blind :” 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Kentucky: 


Section 1. That an Institution, under the name of the American 
Printing House for the Blind, shall be established in Louisville, Kentucky, 
or its vicinity, and that James Guthrie, William F. Bullock, Theodore S. 
‘Bell, Bryce M. Patten, John Milton, H. T. Curd, and A.:.O. Brannin, and 
their successors, be and they are hereby declared a body corporate, under 
the name and style of the Trustees of the American Printing House for 
the Blind, with the right as such to use a common seal, to sue and be 
sued, to plead and be impleaded, in all courts of justice and in all cases 
in which the interests of the institution are involved. The said trustees 
are hereby fully empowered to receive by legacies, conveyances, and other- 
wise, lands, money, and other property, and the same to retain, use, and 
apply to the publishing of books in raised letters for the blind; and they 
are authorized to purchase land, and erect, purchase, or rent buildings 
for the use of said institution, and to make all such contracts as may 
‘be necessary to accomplish the purposes of their incorporation. They are 
hereby invested with the same privileges in regard to the copyright of 
‘books published by them as are enjoyed by natural persons. Said trustees 
shall appoint a superintendent or general agent, and such other agents 
‘as may be necessary, may prescribe their duties and fix the term of their 
offices, and the amount of their compensation: Provided, however, That 
no contract entered into by any officer or agent, where money is to be 
paid out, shall be binding until ratified by the trustees. The said trustees 
are hereby invested with the same powers and privileges in regard to 
the copyright of books published by them as are enjoyed by natural per- 
sons. The trustees may adopt from time to time such by-laws, rules, and 
regulations as they may deem necessary, provided they are not inconsis- 
tent with the Constitution and laws of the United States or of'this State. 
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Sec. 2. The trustees shall elect annually a president, a treasurer, and 
a secretary, who shall hold their offices until their successors shall be 
elected and duly qualified. Said trustees may prescribe the duties and 
fix the compensation of said officers. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of said trustees to hold an annual meeting, 
and other stated meetings, at such times as they may appoint, and such 
special meetings as may be called by the President. It shall be the duty 
of the trustees first named in this act to call the first meeting of the board 
within twenty days from and after the approval of this act. 

Sec. 4. The trustees shall require from the Treasurer, before he enters 
upon the duties of his office, his bond, in the penalty of not less than 
twenty thousand dollars, payable to the President, or his successors in 
office, of the board; conditioned that he will take care of and account for 
all money and other property of the institution that may be intrusted to 
him, and that he will well and truly perform all the duties of his office. 

Sec. 5. The said trustees shall have power to invest any money in 
the hands of the Treasurer, when to them it shall seem expedient, by way 
of loan, at any legal rate of interest, to be secured by mortgage on real 
estate unincumbered and of double the value of the amount loaned; the 
interest in all cases to be payable semi-annually. 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees, before com- 
mencing the publication of any book, to request the superintendent of 
every institution for the education of the blind in the United States to 
make out and send to the Trustees of the Printing House a list of such 
books as he may deem most desirable for the use of the blind; and said 
trustees shall select for publication the book that shall have received the 
greatest number of superintendents’ votes in its favor. This mode of 
selecting books for publication shall be repeated at least once every year. 

Sec. 7. Every school for the blind, located in a State whose Legis- 
lature or citizens contribute to the funds of the American Printing House, 
shall, in proportion to the funds contributed, be entitled to copies of 
every book published by said house, to be distributed gratuitously to 
such blind persons as are unable to purchase them. And the superin- 
tendents of said schools shall be required to report to the trustees of - 
said house the names and residences of all persons to whom books may 
be thus distributed. The prices of books published by this institution 
shall be made so low as merely to cover the cost of publication and 
other incidental expense of the institution. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees to make an 
annual report of their proceedings, which shall embrace a full account 
of the receipts and disbursements, the funds on hand, the number of 
books sold, and the number distributed gratuitously, and a general state- 
ment of the condition of the institution; and they shall transmit copies 
of said reports to the General Assembly of Kentucky, to the Governors 
of the States of the Union, to the President of each State Board of Trus- 
tees, to the Superintendent of every institution for the education of the. 
blind in the United States, and to every person who shall have made to 
the institution a donation of more than five dollars the previous year. 
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Sec. 9. The donation of five hundred dollars by one person shall 
constitute him a patron of the institution, and his name shall be so pub- 
lished in the annual reports. Any person who shall make a donation of 
more than five hundred dollars shall also be entitled to embossed books 
equal in value to the excess of his donation over and above five hundred . 
dollars, 

Sec. 10. The Presidents of the State Boards of Trustees shall, ex 
officio, constitute a Board of Visitors, each member of which shall be at 
all times authorized to visit the Printing House, examine the books, and 
investigate the proceedings of the trustees; and the President of the oldest 
State Board of Trustees shall, at the written request of a majority of the 
visitors, call a meeting of the Board of Visitors, who shall be fully em- 
powered to investigate the proceedings of the Trustees of the Institution; 
and in case they shall find that said board, or any member thereof, has 
mismanaged the affairs of said institution by malfeasance in office or neg- 
lect of duty, they may (a majority of three fourths of all the members 
present concurring) declare the offices or office of said trustees or trus- 
tee vacant, and proceed to fill the vacancy by election from the citizens 
of Louisville or its vicinity. Notice of all meetings of the Board of 
Visitors shall be sent by mail to all the Presidents of the State Boards, 
and to all the Trustees of the Printing House, at least one month before 
the time appointed for said meetings. 

Sec. 11. The Trustees of said Printing House shall continue in office 
until their offices shall become vacant by resignation, death, or removal 
from office, as hereinbefore provided for. All vacancies caused by resig- 
nation or removal shall be filled by the remaining members of the board. 

Src. 12. That each donor shall be entitled to his donation with the 
interest, after the deduction of the necessary expenses paid, provided said 
publishing house is not established within nine years from the passage of 
this act; and should the board refuse to make said distribution among 
the donors, according to their respective interests, then and in that event 
said donors may have the right to proceed to recover the same by legal 
proceedings, instituted in any of the courts of this Commonwealth having 


jurisdiction thereof. 


On April 3, 1861, the following act, entitled “An Act to 
amend the Charter of the American Printing House for the 


Blind,” was approved: 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 


Section 1. That an Institution, under the name of the American 
Printing House for the Blind, shall be established in Louisville, Kentucky, 
or its vicinity, and that James Guthrie, William F. Bullock, Theodore S. 
Bell, Bryce M. Patten, William Kendrick, John G. Barret, and A. O. 

- Brannin, and their successors, be and they are hereby declared a body 
corporate, under the name and style of the Trustees of the American 
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Printing House for the Blind, with the right as such to use a common 
seal, to sue and be sued, to plead and be impleaded, in all courts of justice 
and in all cases in which the interest of the institution are involved. The 
said trustees are hereby fully empowered to receive by legacies, con- 
veyances, or otherwise, lands, money, and other property, and’the same to 
retain, use, and apply to.the publishing of books in raised letters for the 
blind; and they. are authorized to purchase land, and erect, purchase, or 
rent buildings for the use of said institution, and to make all such con- 
tracts as. may be.necessary to accomplish the purposes of their incorpora- 
tion. They may appoint such officers and agents as may be necessary, 
may prescribe their duties, and fix the term of their offices and the amount 
of their compensation; Provided, however, that no contract entered into 
by any officer or agent involving the payment of money shall be binding 
until ratified by the trustees. The said trustees are hereby invested with 
the same powers and privileges in regard to the copyright of books 
published by them as are enjoyed by natural persons. The trustees may 
adopt from time to time such by-laws, rules, and regulations as may be 
legal and_ proper. 

Sec. 2. The trustees shall elect annually a president, a treasurer, and 
a secretary, who shall hold their offices until their successors shall be 
elected and duly qualified. Said trustees may prescribe the duties and 
fix. the compensation of said officers. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of. said trustees to hold an annual meeting, 
and other stated meetings, at such times as they. may appoint, and such 
special meetings as may be called by the President or Secretary. 

Sec. 4. The trustees shall require from the Treasurer, before he 
enters upon the duties of his office, his bond, with satisfactory security, 
that he will take care of and account for all money and other property 
of the institution that may be intrusted to him, and that he will faithfully 
perform all the duties of his office. 

Sec. 5. The said trustees shall have power to invest any money in 
the hands.of the Treasurer, when to them.it shall seem expedient, by way 
of loan, at any legal rate of interest, to be secured by mortgage on real 
estate unincumbered and of double the value of the amount loaned; the 
interest in all cases to be payable semi-annually. 

Sec. 6.. It shall, be the duty of the Board of Trustees, before com- 
mencing the publication of. any book, to request the superintendent of 
every institution for the education of the blind in North America to make 
out and send to the Trustees of the Printing House a list of such books 
as he may deem most desirable for the use of the blind; and said trustees 
shall select for publication the book that shall have received the. greatest 
number, of superintendents’ votes in its favor. This mode of selecting 
books for publication shall be repeated. at least once every year. ) 

Sec. 7. Every, school for the blind, located ina State whose legislature 
or citizens contribute to the funds of the American Printing House, shall, 
in proportion to the funds contributed, be entitled to copies of every book 
published by said house, to be. distributed gratuitously to such blind per- 
sons as are unable to purchase them. And the superintendents of said 
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schools shall be required'to report to the trustees of said House the names 
and residences of all persons to whom books may be thus distributed. 
The prices of books published by this institution shall be made so low 
as merely to cover the cost of publication and other incidental expenses 
of the institution. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees to make an 
annual report of their proceedings, which shall embrace a full account of 
the receipts and disbursements, the funds on hand, the number. of: books 
sold, and the number distributed gratuitously, and a general statement: of 
the condition of the institution; and’ they shall transmit copies of: said 
reports to the General Assembly of Kentucky, to the Governors of the 
States in North America, to the President of each: State Board of. Trus- 
tees, to the Superintendent of every American institution for the educa- 
tion of the blind, and to every person who shall have made to the insti- 
tution a donation of five dollars the previous year. 

Sec. 9: The Superintendents of State institutions devoted exclusively 
to the education of the blind, and the Governors of the States that aid 
in sustaining the American Printing House for the Blind; and: the’ Presi- 
dents of the State Auxiliary Boards of Trustees, shall, ex officio,. consti- 
tute a Board of Visitors, each member of which shall. be at all times 
authorized to visit the Printing House, examine the books, and investi- 
gate the proceedings of the trustees; and the President of any State Board 
may, at the written request of a majority of the visitors, call a meeting 
of the Board of Visitors, who shall be fully empowered to investigate the 
proceedings of the Trustees of the Institution; and in case they shall 
find that said board, or any member thereof, has mismanaged the affairs 
of said institution by malfeasance in office or neglect of duty, they may 
(a majority of three fourths of all the members present concurring) 
declare the offices or office of said trustees or trustee vacant, and proceed 
to fill the vacancy by election from the citizens of Louisville or its vicinity. 
Representatives from a majority of the States that contribute to the sup- 
port of the American Printing House for the Blind shall constitute a 
quorum of the Board of Visitors, and each State represented shall be 
allowed one vote in the action of the board. Notice of every meeting of 
the Board of Visitors shall be sent by mail to all the members of the 
board, and to the Trustees of the American Printing House for the Blind, 
at least one month before the time appointed for the meeting. 

Src. 10. The Trustees of said Printing House shall continue in office 
until their offices shall become vacant by resignation’ or removal from 
office, as hereinbefore provided for. All vacancies caused by resignation 
or removal from the State shall be filled by the remaining members: of 


the board. 
Sec. 11. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act’ are hereby 


repealed. 
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The following act, entitled “An Act for the Benefit of the 
American Printing House for the Blind,” was approved June 
Sew ko ohh 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 

Section 1. That there shall be, and hereby is, appropriated to the 
American Printing House for the Blind, located in Jefferson County, 
Kentucky, five dollars annually for every blind person in the State of 
Kentucky, according to the census of the United States, to aid the insti- 
tution in printing books in raised letters for the blind, and in furnishing 
the same gratuitously to the indigent blind and at cost to others, in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the charter of the said Printing House 
for the Blind granted by the legislature of Kentucky. 

Sec. 2. That the third section of the amended charter of the Amer- 
ican Printing House for the Blind, approved April 3, 1861, be so amended 
as to read as follows, viz: “It shall be the duty of said trustees to hold 
an annual meeting, and other stated meetings, at such times as they 
may appoint, and such special meetings as may be called by the President 
or Secretary.” 

Sec. 3. That the tenth section of such amended charter of said Print- 
ing House for the Blind be so amended as to read as follows, viz: “The 
trustees of said Printing House shall continue in office until their offices 
shall become vacant by resignation, neglect to act, death, removal from 
the State, or removal from office, as hereinbefore provided for. All va- 
cancies caused by resignation, neglect to act, death, or removal from the 
State, shall be filled by the remaining members of the board.” 

Sec. 4. That the Auditor is directed to draw his order on the Treas- 
urer, in favor of the Superintendent of the institution, for the sum appro- 
priated by this act. 

Sec. 5. That this act shall take effect from its passage. 


The following is the act of Congress, approved March 3, 1879, 
entitled “An Act to promote the Education of the Blind :” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled: 


I. That the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, out of 
money in the United States Treasury not otherwise appropriated, be and 
hereby is set apart as a perpetual fund for the purpose of aiding the 
Education of the Blind in the United States of America, through the 
American Printing House for the Blind. 

II. That the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States is hereby 
directed to hold said sum in trust for the purpose aforesaid. And it shall 
be his duty, upon the passage of this act, to invest said sum in United 
States interest-bearing bonds, bearing interest at four per cent, of the 
issue of July 1870, and upon their maturity to reinvest their proceeds in 
other U. S. interest-bearing bonds, and so on forever. 
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IIJ. That the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States is here- 
by authorized to pay over semi-annually to the Trustees of the American 


‘ Printing House for the Blind, located in Louisville, Ky., and chartered in 


1858 by the legislature of Kentucky, upon the requisition of their presi- 
dent, countersigned by their treasurer, the semi-annual interest upon the 
said bonds, upon the following conditions: 

1. The income upon the bonds thus held in trust for the education of 
the blind shall be expended by the Trustees of the American Printing 
House each year in manufacturing and furnishing embossed books for 
the blind and tangible apparatus for their instruction, And the total 
amount of such books and apparatus so manufactured and furnished by 
this income shall each year be distributed among all the public institutions 


‘for the education of the blind in the States and Territories of the United 


States and the District of Columbia, upon the requisition of the superin- 
tendent of each, duly certified by its board of trustees. The basis of such 
distribution shall be the total number of pupils in all the public institutions 
for the education of the blind, to be authenticated in such manner and as 
often as the Trustees of the said American Printing House shall require; 
and each institution shall receive, in books and apparatus, that portion of 
the total income of said bonds, held by the Secretary of the Treasury of 
the United States in trust for the education of the blind, as is shown by 
the ratio between the number of pupils in that institution for the educa- 
tion of the blind and the total number of pupils in all the public institu- 
tions for the education of the blind, which ratio shall be computed upon 
the first Monday in January of each year. | 

2. No part of the income from said bonds shall be expended in the 
erection or leasing of buildings. 

3. No profit shall be put on any books or: tangible apparatus for the 
instruction of the blind manufactured or furnished by the Trustees of 
said American Printing House for the Blind, located in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, and the price put upon each article so manufactured or furnished 
shall only be its actual cost. 

4. The Secretary of the Treasury of the United States shall have 
the authority to withhold the income arising from said bonds thus set 
apart for the education of the blind of the United States whenever he 
shall receive satisfactory proof that the Trustees of said American Print- 
ing House for the Blind, located in Louisville, Kentucky, are not using 
the income from these bonds for the benefit of the blind in the public 
institutions for the education of the blind of the United States. 

5. Before any money be paid to the Treasurer of the American Print- 
ing House for the Blind by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States, the Treasurer of the American Printing House for the Blind shall 
execute a bond, with two approved sureties, to the amount of twenty 
thousand dollars, conditioned that the interest so received shall be ex- 
pended according to this law and all amendments thereto, which shall be 
held by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and shall 


. be renewed every two years. 
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6. The superintendents of the various public institutions for the edu- 
cation of the blind.in the United States shall each, ex officio, be:a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the American Printing House for the Blind, 
located in the city of Louisville, Kentucky. 

IV. That. the Trustees of said American Printing House for the Blind 
shall annually make to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States 
a report of the items of their expenditure of the income of said bonds 
during the year preceding their report, and shall annually furnish him 
with a voucher from each public institution for the education of the blind, 
showing that the amount of books and tangible apparatus due has been 
received. 

V. That-this act shall take effect from and after its passage. 


The following act, entitled “An Act to amend an Act-to estab- 
lish the American Printing House for the Blind,” and the amend- 
ments thereto, was approved February 28, 1880: 


Be it-enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 


Section 1. That the first section of the amended charter of the Amer- 
ican Printing House for the Blind, approved April 3, 1861, be and is 
hereby so amended as to read as follows, viz: “And in addition to the 
trustees named in this section, the superintendents of public institutions for 
the education of the blind in the United States, the Territories, and the 
District of Columbia, be and hereby are constituted ex officio members of 
the Board of Trustees.” 

Sec. 2. That the annual subsidy of five dollars for each blind person 
in the State of Kentucky, now paid to the American Printing House for 
the Blind by virtue of an act of the General Assembly of the Common- 
‘wealth of Kentucky, approved June 3, 1865, shall cease from and after 
the date of the payment by the Auditor of the Commonwealth to the 
Treasurer of the American Printing House for the Blind of all arrear- 
ages due under the provisions of an act entitled “An Act to benefit the 
American Printing House for the Blind,’ approved June 3, 1865. 

Sec. 3. That this act shall take effect from its passage. 


The following by-laws, to supersede all other by-laws and 
resolutions affecting the business of the American Printing House 
for the Blind, were adopted at the meeting of the Board of Trus- 
tees held in Baltimore, Masiello thiniaattal 

The following By-laws shall govern the management of the American 
Printing House for the Blind: 


First. ‘The fiscal year of the institution shall close on June 30th of 
each year. 
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Second. The annual meeting of the Board of Trustees for the elec- 
tion of officers and other business shall be held in the month of July or 
August, and special meetings may be called at any time on the recommen- 
dation of five trustees, presented in writing to the President of the Board. 

Third. Five members of the Board of Trustees shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business at any annual or special meeting; 
Provided, That these By-laws shall not be altered, amended, or repealed 
except at a meeting called for that purpose; provided, that a written or 
printed notice shall be sent to each trustee at least sixty days before the 
time fixed for holding such meeting, which notice shall set forth the pro- 
posed alterations, and provided further, that no amendments, alteration 
or repeal of any By-law shall be made at any meeting at which less than 
fifteen trustees are present. 

Fourth. The members of the Board of Trustees who are or shall be 
residents of the State of Kentucky are hereby constituted an Executive 
Committee to have the care and management of all property belonging 
to the American Printing House for the Blind, and they shall have the 
management of the business of said institution. 

Fifth. The officers of the Board of Trustees shall consist of a Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer, who shall be elected at 
the annual meetings, and shall hold their offices until their successors 
are duly elected and qualified. 

Sixth. A Superintendent of the Printing House shall be elected by 
the trustees, who shall hold his office for the term of two years, or until 
his successor is elected, unless sooner removed, who shall perform such 
duties as may be assigned him by the Board of Trustees. 

Seventh. Meetings of the Board of Trustees may be held at the City 
of Louisville, Kentucky, and at such other places as may be designated 
by the President of the Board of Trustees. Due notice of the place of 
holding any annual meeting shall be sent to each trustee by the Secretary 
at least thirty days before the time of holding said meeting. 

Eighth. The annual report of the American Printing House for the 
Blind shall contain a classified statement of all receipts and expenditures 
and an inventory showing the description and value of all property and 
stores on hand at the close of each fiscal year. All expenditures shall be 
made upon itemized vouchers duly verified, and shall be audited and ap- 
proved by not less than three members of the Executive Committee. All 
vouchers covering expenditures of moneys derived from the National 
Treasury shall constitute a separate series, and shall be executed in dupli- 
cate, the duplicates of which shall belong to the files of the institution, 
and the originals shall be filed in the United States Treasury Department. 

Ninth. A Committee on Publications, composed of three trustees, shall 
be elected by ballot by the Board of Trustees, who shall serve for the 
period of two years and until their successors are elected, who shall with- 
in six months thereafter select the works to be furnished under the Gov- 
ernment appropriation, provided that, until said committee has otherwise 
ordered, the American Printing House shall print and manufacture pub- 
lications and apparatus already determined upon. n 
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Tenth. That the money quota of the subsidy fund of any institution 
may be devoted to the publication of any work selected by the superin- 
tendent of the same. ? 

Eleventh. That the term apparatus shall include such articles only as 
are especially adapted to the use of blind students as such. 

Twelfth. That fifty per cent of the books to be hereafter printed by 
the American Printing House for the Blind shall be in the New York 


point system. 


At the meeting at Jacksonville, Ill., July, 1890, it was 
Resolved, That the sixth section of the by-laws be amended, so 
as to read as follows: 


A Superintendent of the Printing House shall be elected by the Trus- 


tees, who shall hold his office for the term of two years, or until his 
successor is elected, unless sooner removed, who shall perform such 
duties as shall be assigned him by the Board of Trustees. Provided also, 
that the power is hereby conferred, by the Board of Trustees, upon the 
Executive Committee, to remove for cause deemed sufficient by them, this 
Superintendent, and to select a superintendent to fill the vacancy thus oc- 
curring, until the next regular meeting of the Board of Trustees, and the 
same power is hereby given the Executive Committee, in case of the death 
or resignation of the Superintendent, and full report of cause in case of 
removal of the Superintendent by the Executive Committee shall be made 
to the Board of Trustees at their meeting subsequent to the removal. 


At the meeting in Brantford, Canada, July, 1892, it was 
Resolved, That the fifty per cent of the national subsidy fund, 
now expended in printing books in Line letters, be hereafter 
used in printing books of general literature in the New York 
Point, and in duplicating books already in Line, in the same 
Point character. 

At the meeting at Lansing, Mich., July, 1898, it was Resolved, 
That the management of the American Printing House for the 
Blind be and hereby is instructed to print all new books which 
are selected by the publication committee in either New York 
Point, or American Braille, or of Line letters, as the publication 
committee may direct. 


= 
~—— 2 


re 


June 25, 1906, the following Act, having passed both Houses of Con- 


gress and been signed by the President, became a law: —. 


“An Act to modify the requirements of the Act entitled, ‘An Act 
to promote the Education of the Blind, approved March third, eighteen 
-hundred and seventy-nine. 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars heretofore invested in United States 
registered four per centum bonds, funded loan of nineteen hundred and 
seven, inscribed, ‘Secretary of the Treasury, trustee, interest to the Treas- 
urer of the United States for credit of appropriation “To promote the 
education of the blind,’’ shall upon the maturity and redemption of said 
bonds on the first of July, nineteen hundred and seven, in lieu of reinvest- 
ment in other Government bonds, be set apart and credited on the books 
of the Treasury Department as a perpetual trust fund; and the sum of 
ten thousand dollars, being equivalent to four per centum on the principal 
of said trust fund, be, and the same is, hereby appropriated out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and such appropria- 
tion shall be deemed a permanent annual appropriation and shall be 
expended in the manner and for the purposes authorized by the Act 
approved March third, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, entitled, ‘An 
Act to promote the Education of the Blind, approved March third, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine.” 
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Hovusrt or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON EpucarTIoNn, 
Wednesday, December 15, 1926. 


The committee this day met, Hon. John M. Robsion presiding. 

Mr. Rosston. The chairman has called a meeting of the committee 
to consider H. R. 134538, a bill introduced by Mr. Thatcher, which 
relates’ to the American Printing House for the Blind. This com- 
mittee has had this subject under consideration heretofore, in a similar 
measure some three or four years ago. 

(The bill referred to is as follows:) 


( ; [H. R. 13453, Sixty-ninth Congress, second session] 


A BILL To amend the act providing additional aid for the American Printing House for the Blind 


7: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
vj} of America in Congress assembled, That the act entitled “An act providing addi- 
{_¥ tional aid for the American Printing House for the Blind,’ approved August 4, 

j 1919, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

f “That for the purpose of enabling the American Printing House for the Blind 

; more adequately to provide books and apparatus for the education of the blind, 

there is hereby authorized to be appropriated annually to it, in.addition to the 
permanent appropriation of $10,000 made in the act entitled ‘An act to promote 
the education of the blind,’ approved March 3, 1879, as amended, the sum of 
$65,000, which sum shall be expended in accordance with the requirements of 
said act to promote the education of the blind.”’ 


STATEMENT OF HON. MAURICE H. THATCHER, A REPRESENT- 
_ ATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF KENTUCKY 


Mr. Tuatcuer. This institution is in my district, but it serves 
every State of the Union in exactly the same way on the basis of the 
blind population in the schools of the various States. In 1858, 
Kentucky, which was a pioneer in this printing work for the blind, 
started this institution under an act of its legislature, under an execu- 
tive board of seven trustees which has existed ever since, and has 
perpetual existence. That act had some amendments later, but 
finally, in 1879, Congress passed an act providing for an income on 
$250,000, or $10,000 a year, 4 per cent income, to be set apart for the 
printing of books for the blind, and the manufacture of tangible 
apparatus, in this institution. This was an organic act on the sub- 
ject, and provides that. these books shall be printed at cost and 
furnished without charge to all of the schools for the blind in all the 
States, according to the proportion of their respective local blind 
schools to the total blind school population of the United States. 

-. That was wholly inadequate, that amount, and in 1919, my predeces- 


sor, Mr. Ogden, introduced a bill, and Mr. Robsion is familiar with it, 


having assisted in the matter, and there was passed in that year an 
1 
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act increasing the authorized Federal funds by $40,000 a year for the 
same purpose, making the annual total of funds $50, 000, to be ex- 
pended in the publication of books and production of tangible ap- 
paratus—physical maps~and things of that sort—that can be used 
in these blind schools in the manner and for the purposes in the 
original act provided. In the past few years, since the act of 1919 
was enacted, the cost of printing these books has gone up, and the 
cost of materials has gone up, and the result has been that the $50,000 
annual appropriation now provided is insufficient to supply the needs. 
of the blind in the schools maintained for them. 

At this juncture I should like to include essential pores of the 
acts of Congress bearing on this subject. 

The basic act, that of March 3, 1879, is to be found in Statutes 
at. Large, 1877-1879, volume 20, pages "467 to 469. Omitting the 
preamble this act reads as follows: ; 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of two hundred and fifty thou- 


sound dollars out of money in the United States Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, be, and hereby is, set apart as a perpetual fund for the purpose 
of aiding the education of the blind in the United States of America, through the 
American Printing House for the Blind. 

Suc. 2, That the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States is hereby 
directed to hold said sum in trust for the purpose aforesaid; and it shall be his. 
duty, upon the passage of this act, to invest said sum in United States interest- 
bearing bonds, bearing interest at four per centum, of the issue of July, eighteen 
hundred and seventy, and upon their maturity to reinvest their proceeds in 
other United States interest-bearing bonds, and so on forever. 

Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States is hereby 
authorized to pay over, semiannually, to the trustees of the American Printing 
House for the Blind, located in Louisville, Kentucky, and chartered in eighteen 
hundred and fifty-eight by the legislature of Kentucky, upon the requisition of 
their president, countersigned by their treasurer, the semiannual interest upon 
the said bonds, upon the following conditions: 

First. The income upon the bonds thus held in trust for the education of the 
blind shall be expended by the trustees of the American Printing House each year 
in manufacturing and furnishing embossed books for the blind and tangible 
apparatus for their instruction; and the total amount of such books and apparatus 
so manufactured and furnished by this income shall each year.be distributed 
among all the public institutions for the education of the blind in the States and 
Territories of the United States and the District of Columbia, upon the requisi- 
tion of the superintendent of each, duly certified by its board of trustees. The 
basis of such distribution shall be the total number of pupils in all the public 
institutions for the education of the blind, to be authenticated in such manner and 
as often as the trustees of the said American Printing House shall require; and 
each institution shall receive, in books and apparatus, that portion of the total 
income of said bonds held by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States in 
trust for the education of the blind, as is shown by the ratio between the number 
of pupils in that institution for the education of the blind and the total number of 
pupils in all the public institutions for the education of the blind, pa ratio shall 
be computed upon the first Monday in January of each year. 

Second. No part of the income from said bonds shall be expended in the erection 
or leasing of buildings. 

Third. No profit Shall be put on any books or tangible apparatus for the 
instruction of the blind manufactured or furnished by the trustees of said Ameri- 
ean Printing House for the Blind, located in Louisville, Kentucky; and the price 
put upon each article so manufactured or furnished shall only be its actual cost. 

Fourth. The Secretary of the Treasury of the United States shall have the 
authority to withhold the income arising from said bonds thus set apart for the 
education of the blind of the United States whenever he shall receive satisfactory 
proof that the trustees of said American Printing House for the Blind, located in 
Louisville, Kentucky, are not using the income from these bonds for the benefit of 
enna in the public institutions for the education of the blind in the United. 

tates. 
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Fifth. Before any money be paid to the treasurer’ of the American Printing 
House for the Blind by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, the 
treasurer of the American Printing House for the Blind shall execute a bond, with 
two approved sureties, to the amount of twenty thousand dollars, conditioned 
that the interest so received shall be expended according to this law and all 
amendments thereto, which shall be held by the Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States, and shall be renewed every two vears. 

Sixth. The superintendents of the various public institutions for the education 
of the blind in the United States shall each, ex officio, be a member of the board 
of trustees of the American Printing House for the Blind, located in the city of 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Src. 4. That the trustees of said American Printing House for the Blind shall 
annually make to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States a report of 
the items of their expenditure of the income of said bonds during the year pre- 
ceding their report, and shall annually furnish him with a voucher from each 
public institution for the education of the blind, showing that the amount of 
books and tangible apparatus due has been received. 

Sec. 5. That this act shall take effect from and after it passage. 


The act of Congress approved August 4, 1919, which provided for 
the additional $40,000 per year already referred to is to be found in 


_ Statutes at Large, 1919-1921, volume 41, page 272, and reads as 
follows: | 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 


' America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of enabling the American 


Printing House for the Blind more adequately to provide books and apparatus 


for the education of the blind there is hereby authorized to be appropriated an- \~ 
nually to it in addition to the permanent appropriation of $10,000 made in the |” 


act entitled ‘‘ An act to promote the education of the blind,” approved March 3, 


Cag 


1879, as amended, the sum of $40,000, which sum shall be expended in accord- ~ 


ance with the requirements of said act to promote the education of the blind. 


\— The bill now under consideration (H. R. 13453) is in form a simple 


amendment of the 1919 act, increasing the $40,000 annual authoriza- 
tion in that act provided to $65,000. If this amendment passes, this 
$65,000 authorization, added to the $10,000 perpetual annual fund 
provided by the act of 1879, as amended by the act of June 25, 1906 
(Stat. L. 1905-6, p. 460), will bring the total annual authorization 
for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of the act of 1879, 
up to $75,000. The pending bill, if enacted, will in no wise modify 
or change the provisions of the act of 1879. All appropriations must 
be made in strict accordance with those provisions. The amendatory 
act of 1906, just mentioned, did not affect the provisions of the act 
of 1879, but only changed the form of the trust fund of $250,000 
created by the act of 1879, but not the fixed annual income of $10,000, 
derived from that fund, and to be derived in perpetuity for the pur- 
poses named in the act of 1879. 

This work has grown greatly and only in the last generation, 
perhaps, has it been true that the blind have had the doors opened 
to them along mental lines, training of this sort, through the printing 
of blind books and the making of blind apparatus. Our Kentucky 
institution for the blind now has students in Harvard and other 
creat institutions of learning. One of the largest blind schools 
is in Austin, Tex., where Mr. Bramlette used to be superintendent, 
and the achievements of its students and of other like institutions 
have also shown the possibilities involved in the mental training of 
the blind. This training has been made possible only through the 
use of the school books published by the American’ Printing 
House for the Blind. 
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The State of Kentucky has expended meee $100,000 in buildings 
for the American Printing House for the Blind, because it was the 
pioneer in this kind of work. This is the createst printing house 
for the blind in the world, two or three times as big in production, 
as the one in London, the next largest. The State of Kentucky 
provided these buildings at its own cost because the work started 
there, but the State of Kentucky does not receive one penny more 
in allocation under this act than any other State. It stands on the 
same basis as the other States of the Union, your State, Oklahoma, 
Mississippi, and the other States and receives its quota exactly 
according to its blind population. 

Mr. Dovetass. Is it limited to State-einstitutions alone? 

Mr. THatcHer. Yes; these seven members constitute this board, 
appointed under the act in Kentucky. They are an executive board. 
Every superintendent of schools for the blind in the United States 
is ex officio a member of this board. The board members meet 
annually in Louisville to discuss the needs and formulate the policies 
from year to year. Your State and every other State has a member 
on this joint board, ex officio, and I may say in passing that this is 
really one of the creat institutions of the country, doing a great and 
meritorious work and a work that is greatly enlarging because of 
its character. 

The board has found that this annual appropriation of $50,000 is 
insufficient. I am a member of the Appropriations Committee, and 
on the subcommittee which every year formulates the Treasury Depart- 
ment appropriation bill wherein there is included the appropriation, 
under the existing acts, of the $50,000 referred to. But you know we 
can not legislate in our committee, and I talked this over with Mr. 
Madden, chairman of our subcommittee, and we concluded that 
the only thing to do was to amend the basic act, and thus authorize 
the needed increase. Thereupon Congress can appropriate the sum 
thus authorized. For these reasons, and at the request of the board 
of trustees, I introduced the bill under consideration. 

Mr. E. E. Bramlette, who appears with me, and who is superin- 
tendent of the American Printing House for the Blind, believes that 
the increase of $25,000, bringing the total annual fund up to $50,000, 
would fairly and properly take care of the needs of the whole 
country, of all of the States, but at the present time many of the 
States are having to buy books in addition to those that are assigned 
them under the quota. They pay this institution the cost of these 
extra books, and it is hardly fair that they should have to have a 
local appropriation for them, and the purpose of this is to supply 
them adequately. Other States needing books above their quotas 
arg unable to buy them; hence their blind children are unproyided 
or. 

With your permission I will ask that Mr. Bramlette, now the 
superintendent of the institution, and who was formerly superin- 
tendent of the institution for the blind at Austin, Tex., and for some 
years has had charge of this work at Louisville, be heard, as he knows 
the work involved in this item, and can tell. you the need for this 

25,000 additional appropriation which you are asked to authorize, 
and he particularly knows the needs of the various blind schools. 
He has some apparatus here, some of the tangible apparatus, that he 
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can show you, and he will describe something of the character of 
the work. | 

Mr. Fuercuer. Does each State make an appropriation similar 
to the appropriation that has been made by Kentucky? 

Mr. THatcHErR. No; no other State of the Union has ever made 
an appropriation for buildings. Some of the States want to get 
additional books above the quota which is allowed them under the 
$50,000, and several of the States made local appropriations for that 
purpose, a few of the States. Mr. Bramlette can explam that. Most 
of the States content themselves with the quota that is assigned to 
them of books and apparatus, but they are not getting a sufficient 
supply. That is the trouble. We need about $25,000 more annu- 
ally adequately to supply the needs of the various blind institutions 
of the United States. But no other State has ever adopted a policy 
of establishing printeries for the blind. Only Kentucky has done 
that, and has done it at her own expense, because the work started 
there in 1858. It is a very substantial building, as shown by the 
picture J] have here. It would cost more than $125,000 to reproduce 
it. That shows the grounds of the building. It is owned by the 
American Printing House for the Blind, a 5-acre strip there, and there 
is located thereon this printing house for the blind, of which every 
State in the Union is the beneficiary. 

Mr. Fuercuer. Do any private donors contribute to 1t? 

Mr. Bramuetre. Only indirectly, not toward the management 
of the building, but sometimes they do indirectly; that is, they 
would pay for the printing of one edition of some book, and that is 
distributed to that extent. 

Mr. THarcuer. They are printing about 33,000 volumes a year? 

Mr. BramMuette. We printed 33,000 last year. 

Mr. Rossron. How much does Kentucky contribute? 

Mr. Tuatcuer. That is, by this building. 

Mr. Roxgston. How much? 

Mr. Bramurrtre. I would say at least $100,000. However, that is 
simply an estimate. 

Mr. THarcHer. And what would be the reproduction cost? 

Mr. Bramuetre. That would be more than $150,000; that is 
simply an estimate. 

Mr. Rozssion. We will hear from Mr. Bramlette now upon the 
bill before us. 


STATEMENT OF E. E. BRAMLETTE, SUPERINTENDENT, AMERI- 
CAN PRINTING HOUSE FOR THE BLIND, LOUISVILLE, KY. 


Mr. Bramuerte. I feel very great responsibility in placing before 
you the consideration of what to my mind is one of the most impor- 
tant additional appropriation bills. I do not mean to say it is the 
ereatest, but it has the most beneficial effect to one class of our 
population where it is most needed. The old education for the blind 
was so inadequate that to refer to is almost too pitiful. We can 
ourselves remember when the blind man or a blind child was looked 
upon with pity and sympathy, as a useless member of society, as a 
burden to his family and community. JI remember it. There was 
nothing that he was ever taught to do in those times, even twenty- 
five to thirty years ago, nothing hardly that was taught him except, 
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perhaps, to make broom or mattress or to cane a chair, or some little 
practical thing that he could do with his hands. The real education 
for the blind began later—only when we began to publish books 
that he could use did the education of the blind begin. 

This American Printing House for the Blind was started largely by 
the patriotic efforts and foresight of the former superintendent of the 
Kentucky School for the Blind, Mr. Huntoon. He saw the necessity 
of printing books before a school could properly exist. So he began in 
a modest way in connection with the school there to make books, 
the first efforts being to raise letters, to have type and print that 
through the paper so as to raise the letters and the blind could feel 
the raised letters. That was called the line-letter print. Making 
the plates for that purpose was very expensive. They had to mold 
those plates and the books produced were very expensive. ‘This was 
a great step, but it was not the practical thing that the blind had to 
have in order to really become educated. They can not use that 
raised letter in their communications; they could not take examina- 
tions in that style. In France a teacher named Braille invented a 
point system by using cer tain dots, raised dots, that would represent 
the letters, and the notes in music, the signs in mathematics, or any 
other branch of study, and those could by the use of a stylus be 
written. That was a very useful form. 

After printing books in raised letters for quite a while this other 
system began to be in use, and the New York superintendent of the 
school for the blind, Mr. Waite, made an improvement, as he be- 
heved, on the Braille system. Braille, of France, is the name of the 
man who started it over there, and that improvement by Mr. Waite 
was called the New York point, which before 1874 began to be printed 
at Louisville. They called it the New York point system. This 
continued in vogue, and about the same time or previously an 
adaptation of the Braille system in America was put in at eBe Perkins 
Institution. 

Mr. Dovanass. At Boston. 

Mr. Bramuetrr. At Boston. So these two ran along side by side, 
books being printed in American Braille, and finally the American 
Printing House for the Blind at Louisville printed both systems, 
printed the New York point for those schools that wanted it, and the 
American Braille for the schools that wanted that. That continued 
and it was a great improvement over the old line letter system where 
they can not write their compositions, essays, or anything of that 
sort. A really intellectual school could not be carried on without 
some such method that the students could write. Those two systems 
ran along until there grew up a spirit of jealousy between. the two 
systems, or between the schools using the two systems—I do not 
know that it was jealousy exactly—at least the work at Louisville 
was carried on in both systems, when they thought it ought to be 
one, or a single system. . 

So the movement in 1910 or 1912, perhaps sooner, began in an 
effort to have a uniform system, and so what was called the revised 
Braille was finally adopted. The revised Braille is simply the 
revision of the old Braille system invented by Braille, of France, 
omitting some contraction signs and is thereby called revised. So 
that is now the universal system in America. 
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I will say that in this system we have a little writing apparatus, 
which I do not have here to show you. It consists of a metal plate 
with a hinge lid that comes over the top of it. We put paper in 
between, and through the top are punctured rectangular holes, and, 
with a stylus, the pupil can write by this point system anything i in 
his own language—letters, essays in schools, compositions of various 
kinds, examinations, and figures. All mathematical figures and 
signs and notes in music are made in that manner, so that it is now 
really a complete system, and we claim that the blind now are in a 
position to compete with the seeing world in the intellectual pursuits. 
Formerly if a blind man could make a good broom and a mattress 
and go around the streets peddling them, ‘it was thought he was doing 
pretty well to take care of himself. That was a creat advancement, 
but now he is in competition with the more intellectual eraduates of 
colleges over the country. The graduates of these schools now really 
maintain themselves in various intellectual pursuits. The blind 
schools of all the different States do not pretend to give college edu- 
eation. They only carry their students through high school and the 
grades to fit them for college work. Many “of these graduates of 
these schools go to the colleges and there have made not only great 
reputations for themselves but have shown that they are the com- 
peers of the ladies and gentlemen who attend those institutions. 
Many of them have gotten the Ph. D. degree. A number of our 
graduates in Texas have reached a high degree of literary attainment. 
‘One of the men graduating in the blind school at Austin is now pro- 
fessor in the university at Austin and one of the most remarkable 
men, [ think, of that faculty. Others are teaching in various States. 
I am speaking of the graduates of my own school, because I have 
kept up with them. Other blind schools in the country have also 
some graduates that have made their way in the world, in the intel- 
lectual world 

In addition to that, some of them are preachers, some of them are 
teachers in the public schools, some of them are chiropractors, some 
of them are lawyers. One of my own graduates at Waco, Tex., was 
not only a successful practicing lawyer, but was elected ‘city judge 
and served in that capacity with great honor to himself and the 
community. So in all the intellectual pursuits of this country they 
are taking their place, and it is due to the very fact that they had the 
benefit of the amplified textbooks furnished them by the Louisville 
institution. 

There are many other things, if I might occupy your time. 

Mr. Tuatcuer. You might speak about the needs of these different 
institutions. 

Mr. BramurtrH. Each one of these schools has a certain attend- 
ance. The superintendents of these institutions send us on the 30th 
of June each year a certificate of the attendance each year. 

Mr. Rossron. How many schools do you furnish and what is the 
nature of the schools? 

Mr. Bramuetre. You will find a list of these right here in this 
annual report. I thought I had enough of them but it seems there 
were not enough to be distributed to each member of this committee. 
You will find the schools laid down right in the beginning. There 
are 69 of these schools in the report. There are 71 now in the later 
book. Those embrace not only what we call residential schools, the 
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State schools, but also the public schools where they have organized 
a department for the blind. Many of the public schools in the 
country have organized departments for the blind. 

Mr. Rossron. All of them what we call public institutions? 

Mr. BramMuerte. Yes;allof them are publicinstitutions. 

Mr. Wetsn. Not institutions for profit at all? 

Mr. Bramuerte. No, indeed. They are doing it out of their 
State budget as a part of the so-called eleemosynary system, so that 
they are really considered in their States as charity institutions. T 
never liked that word. 

Mr. WetsH. How many institutions do you think they serve? 

Mr. Bramuetre. This is the catalogue for the fiscal year 1925. 
The latest catalogue is now in the hands of the printer. These 5,750 
pupils were in schools at the close of 1925. ) 

Mr. Rogston. How many books did you furnish? 

Mr. BraMuetTe. That is laid down here in this catalogue; $50,000 
worth of books, but in this past fiscal year there were 33,000 oe 
printed. 

Mr. Ropston. Are there any private concerns printing hobke! or 
making books of this character? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes; several private or semipublic concerns. 

Mr. Rosston. What is the difference in cost where they get these 
books from private concerns and where they get them from your 
institution? 

Mr. BramurettTe. We can do the work cheaper and do, but some of 
these private concerns receive donations for this work; they are not 
themselves trying to make money out of it. Some of the private 
institutions, in fact, solicit charity; we do not. 

Mr. Rosston. Is there any concern engaged in printing these books: 
for money, for profit? 

Mr. Bramurtre. That is why they do it; they expect back some- 
thing, but they do not have to have it; they solicit. charity for main- 
tenance. There are five or six such institutions that are maintaining 
a little printing department, and they are printing some books, not 
rn they could not supply the needs of one school, any one of 
them. 

Mr. Rosston. Taking all of you together, the institutions that are 
now printing these books, are you able to supply the demand coming? 

Mr. Bramuurre. No, sir, and to show you that the schools for the 
blind buy many books in addition to the books supplied them under 
their quota—that is, more than the $50,000 worth—but there has 
been an increase shown in the certificates of the superintendents of 
the attendance for the year, and this report will explain it on the list. 
given here, which gives the per capita allowance to each pupil. 

Mr. Ropston. Each State is put on an equal footing, according to 
the total blind population as compared with the blind population # 
the whole country. 

Mr. BrRAaMLETTEH. Yes, and the De capita figures here for 1925 was. 

eight and a long decimal, 8.5956522. If the school had 100 pupils it 
would receive a hundred times that much. If the school had 200 
pupils, it will receive two hundred times as much in value of books. 

Mr. Rogssion. You print these books and furnish them to the people 
In various States free of cost to them? 

Mr. Bramunttre. Without cost to them; yes. 
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Mr. Tuatcurr. They do not buy anything at all. 

Mr. Bramuretrr. Mr. Thatcher suggested to emphasize the 
necessity, the need of these schools. Those schools have all they 
can do merely to maintain their faculty and the care of their pupils 
in their own States and do not have money to buy books with, but 
_some of them have been in such dire need this past year for example 
for more books than the quota allowance to them that these schools 
have spent $16,003 on books. - Many of the schools would have been 
glad to spend more if they had had money and some of them had no 
money at all. It shows how inadequate our $50,000 allowance is to 
meet their needs. 

Mr. Furetcuer. How do the private Bien tie concerns compete 
with you people if you give your books away? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. They do not compete with us at all. It is just 
a drop in the bucket. 

Mr. Furetcuer. Does the American Book Co., or any of the 
companies furnishing school supplies, compete with the establish- 
ment? 

Mr. Bramurrre. No. Any printing establishments that publish 
textbooks do not enter into competition with us because they can 
not furnish books for the blind. They publish for the seeing world, 
only but the few private print shops to which the chairman Teferred 
will print books occasionally for the blind; most of them are general 
reading or religious books, that relate to some particular religious 
society. 

Mr. Fuercuer. Where are they located? 

Mr. Bramurrrr. One in Cleveland; one in Los Angeles. 

Mr. FuretcHer. What company is in Cleveland? 

Mr. Bramuerte. It is called the Howe Publishing Society, and i in 
Los Angeles they call that the Universal Braile Press. Their main 
publication is the Bible there. In Clovernook, in Cincinnati, there is 
a little printing house, the Clovernook Printing House, and then a 
number of schools have little printing presses merely for the purpose . 
of accommodating their own pupils, copying music for their classes, 
writing it off and run it off on little hand presses. 

: r. Fretcuer. Do those competitors get a contribution from the 

tate? 

“Mr. Bramunrre. None of them get State contributions; all 
charity work. Some society or organization have them print a book 
or two. The appeal that these small local print shops make is often 
in connection with some religious organization, and, perhaps, the 
religious organization will have some book that they want especially 
to be printed and such work helps to maintain these institutions. 

Mr. FuntcHer. Do you do any other printing, commercial printing, 
such as envelopes, etc.? | 
~ Mr. Bramunrre. No ink-print work, but we have some extra 
work in Braille, besides what we do for ‘the schools. 

_ Mr. Friercuer. In competition with private printing? 

Mr. Bramuretrre. Do you mean to say in competition? We do 
not compete with these small concerns in this way—aif they have a 
book that they are publishing, we do not publish it; if we publish a 
‘book they do not publish it. This prevents duplication and com- 
petition. 
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Mr. Fuercuer. ,What are the gross earnings of your, publishing 
concern annually? 

Mr. Baker In addition to the $50,000 we receive from the 
Government—that amount is available—the Veterans’ Bureau the 
year before last gave us a contract for something over $40,000 to 
print books for blind soldiers. That is the biggest private contract 
we ever had, and it enabled us in that connection to lower the usual 
price of the ‘books because the overhead expense can be distributed 
over a larger production. That lowered the prices that year for all 
the schools which got the benefit of it on all books 25 per cent. Dur- 
ing the past year the Veterans’ Bureau gave us a smaller contract for 
about $15,000 and that has enabled us as we announce to our schools 
everywhere and libraries, that we are giving a 15 per cent reduction 
off of our regular prices. 

Mr. Dovauass. Do you print special works for the blind to be 
distributed to these schools and other State blind schools? 

Mr. Bramurette. The books are just the same books as far as we 
can choose them as are used in standard high schools and public 
schools of the country. 

Mr. Dovatass. You can publish in your blind type, as I recall it, 
any school work? 

Mr. Bramuetre. Anything that the seeing world has we could 
use, unless it is something like a laboratory work in chemistry. 

Mr. Dovenass. You do not publish any one standard work for 
the blind in use in other blind schools? 

Mr. Bramurtre. No different from that in the public schools. 
We have a committee on publication that selects textbooks for us 
to publish, consisting of Supt. Thos. S. McAloney, of Colorado, 
Supt. George S. Wilson, of Indiana, and Director E. E. Allen, of 
Perkins Institution, Massachusetts. 

Mr. Dovauass. Do you have demands for all kinds of textbooks 
from other State schools? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes. 

Mr. Dowauass. You can not afford to publish them? 

Mr. Bramunttx. This committee on publication usually makes 
selections that would answer the purpose of the public school system. 
{4 Mes Doue.ass. Last year what books did you publish for the 

ind? 

Mr. Bramuetre. We have such a long list of them here in this 
report. You will find that list there gives the titles. 

Mr. Dovauass. How many books did you turn out? 

Mr. BraMuetrs. Something over 24,000 volumes we sent to the 
blind schools. 

Mr. TuatrcusEr. Chiefly textbooks? 

Mr. Bramuetre. Yes; general reading books go to libraries rather 
than blind schools; the blind schools also utilize the general reading 
books. 

Mr. Tuatcuer. What would be the cost of printing those 24,000 
volumes? 

Mr. Bramuette. I suppose they would cost, all told, if we were to 
estimate or to take into consideration the total private contracts, 
about an average of $3.50 per volume. The basis for the cost was 
33,000. | | 
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Mr. Fuercusr. In the Franklin cost system or any other cost 
system they estimate the production by estimate of the printing cost. 

Mr. Bramuette. The way we estimate our cost is simple enough, 
although it is a little intricate. We put down the amount of paper 
consumed in the publication of the work, the number of pages repre- 
senting the number of brass plates set up, and I will show you just 
how it is published as I have samples of different ones taken from the 
publication of them. Then we add cost of printing, and then the 
cost of binding. We then allow a certain percentage for overhead. 

Mr. Fiercuer. You have a scientific cost system. 

Mr. BraMuxrrTsT. Yes, and it is done by Meldrum & Meldrum, 
our auditors, who reside ‘in Louisville. 

They not ‘only audit our books but keep them in good condition 
and see that our bookkeeper also gives us this basis on which we can 
estimate our cost. 

Mr. FietrcHer. How many hours a day do your employees work? 

Mr. Bramuztrre. Forty-seven hours a week. 

Mr. Fiercuer. Your linotype men? 

Mr. BramuetTn. We have stereograph operators that take the 
place of linotype men. We have seven operators now employed 
running these machines, stereotype operators, and then we have 
proof readers, which are the most important operators in the whole 
system of the work, because they must know not only that system 
but also be well posted in general education, literature, and textbooks. 

Mr. FietcHer. How many hours a day do they work? 

Mr. BrRaMLETTE. The same number. We work 81% hours 5 days 
in the week and then 4% hours on Saturday. They get a half-day 
Saturday and off Sundays and all holidays, besides regular two con- 
secutive weeks each year. 

Mr. Douvetass. In my city of Boston, do you send any books to 
them or do they call for any books? 

Mr. BrRAaMLETTE. Yes; they use the books. 

Mr. Dovatass. Do they manufacture any of these books them- 
selves there? 

Mr. BraMuettTe. They do not publish anything with the intention of 
supplying schools; they do not attempt to supply the books to the 
schools. They do what they call experimental supplemental printing. 
If there is something that they want particularly that is different from 
any other school they print it for their own use, and other schools can 
purchase it if they desire. 

Mr. Doveuass. But they have made demand on you or calls on 
you for some of your works? 

Mr. Bramurtrs. Yes; they use up their regular quota amount 
of the books that they have assigned to them; yes. 

Mr. Doveuass. Besides a little work they do themselves? 

Mr. BramMurtre. Yes; they do some work for their own use in 
addition. 

Mr. Rozston. Does any institution supply textbooks generally 
to blind schools except this institution? 

Mr. Bramuette. No, sir, no one else. 

Mr. WetsH. I assume that there are two classes of readers of 
blind books, those who are going to school and those who are out 
through the country and have already passed through schools, the 
blind in general. What field do you supply? 
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Mr. Bramurtte. We supply the schools generally but incidentally 
also the adult readers for the libraries buy books from us. That is 
another little source of our income by which we can supplement our 
work for the schools. 

Mr. WetsH. You are primarily to supply the schools for instruc- 
tion of the blind. ~ 

Mr. BRaMuETTE. That is it. 

Mr. Wetsu. For the graduates to take their places out in the 
great world, if they want to get particular books to read they can 
get them any other place? 

Mr. BraMuEetTTE. They borrow them from the libraries and some- 
times buy a book from us. 

Mr. WetsH. You are not in the field to supply just literature as 
entertainment for the blind? , 

Mr. BraMuLetTE. Yes; we make those books also and supply those 
libraries with them. 

Mr. WeusH. You make them also? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes. 

Mr. WeusH. And supply public libraries? 

Mr. BrRaMLETTE. Yes. 

Mr. Weusu. But not the trade? 

Mr. BramunTTe. No. There is no competition at all in our busi- 
ness affairs. 

Mr. Dovetass. You do no printing except for the blind? 

Mr. Bramuettr. Nothing at all except for the blind and no one 
else does the same printing that we do We cooperate with other 
printing houses for the blind; if they want to print something, they 
notify us they are printing it, and we do not print it or duplicate it. 
If they see on our list what we are going to print they do not print 
any of it, because they do not duplicate. We cooperate in that 
respect. 

Mr. Roxssiton. As I understand it, there is a much larger demand 
than can be supplied, but it is not the sort of business that private 
enterprise wants to engage in. 

Mr. BramMuxtte. No; it is too expensive, and there are not enough 
books sold to enable an establishment to make a commercial enter- 
prise out of it. 

Mr. Fietcuer. Did I not understand. you to say that you did 
commercial printing and got an order from the Veterans’ Bureau? 

Mr. Bramustres. For the blind soldiers; no ink-print work. 

Mr. Dovauass. What is the blind population of the country? 

Mr. Bramusrrts. They estimate that the blind population of the 
country is nearly 100,000. I would not dare to say, because I have 
no statistics. | 

Mr. Dovatass. It is that, at least? able ! 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes; there are over 6,000 pupils in schools being 
educated, and all the graduates of these schools go out and merge 
with the general population year after year. 

. Mr. Doveuass. My question is not critical; I am in sympathy; do 
not misunderstand me. ‘ | | iy 

anit, Fiercuer. Do the colored people of your State get the benefit 
Of 4G! | pital oni anh: payee 

Mr. BraMuetre. Yes, sir; in all the States. I will show you how 
we make our books. The books are sent to the stereograph depart- 
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ment, and it is first written in point by a machine called the stereo- 
graph by an operator, and that is the plate from which is printed the 
book [indicating]. Many of our books have to have illustrations, 
like histories, geographies, physiologies, physics, and other things of 
that kind. I will show you here a historical map of Italy, and here 
illustrations for physics, physiology, etc. 

Mr. Furetcuer. Do the colored blind have the benefit of it? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes; exactly the same benefit, and you will find 
they are put down where they have separate institutions, and they 
are laid down in this report as receiving their quota and amount, 
and there is laid down also in each school in the State, all the schools— 
you will find not only the per capita laid down at the foot of the page 
but the amount of the quota stated after the year—stated opposite 
the schools. 

Here is a bunch of cards we send out to the seeing world to let 
them see what our alphabet is. For the schools, to begin with, we 
send out an alphabet that contains letters like those, each copy, 
one of each kind, and you may pass it along, if you please. 

For example, here is the way we make our books in geometry; 
in addition to whatever writing may be necessary, we have tools 
and machinery to make those plates to represent the lines and figures 
in geometry. In physics, mechanics especially, the mechanics part 
of physics, you will find such illustrations as these, and in almost | 
every branch of education that the seeing world has it is now enjoyed 
by the blind. 

Mr. Furtrcuer. Helen Keller was to receive a million dollars for 
the blind? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes. 

Mr. FurrcumrR. Has she contributed anything to this? 

Mr. Bramuetrx. Not to the printing house. We never have 
received a dollar. That goes to what they call the American Founda- 
tion for the Blind. It does not have anything to do with printing 
books. 

Mr. Fuercuer. You have to use more paper in your printing. 

Mr. BramuetTs. Yes; that is the size of the page of our book. 
Here is one of our books, an English book, to accompany a book on 
rhetoric. 

Mr. Fuercuer. Are similar schools in foreign countries subsidized 
by their governments? 

Mr. BramuEtTtTe. Yes; in various ways. The National Institute 
for the Blind in London was established and maintained by public 
philanthropy. They have several million dollars’ endowment, I 
understand. They have an immense endowment, and the Govern- 
ment subsidizes them in addition to that by giving them 4 shillings 
for every volume they send out, a pure gift, so that they have the 
benefit of a vast endowment on which they can draw annual income 
in addition to the subsidy from the Government. 

Mr. FuercHer. Do you get anything from the community raised 
in Louisville? 

Mr. Bramuetre. No, sir; there is not any charity organization 
that contributes a dollar to us unless they want to have a book 
printed for their organization, and we gladly do it. 

Mr. Rosston. Are there any dividends paid to anybody in this 
matter? 
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Mr. Bramuette. No, sir. I will state this: Our auditors at the 
end of the fiscal year go through our books, estimate the cost of 
everything, and further they give us a pro rata cost not only for the 
expenses used in direct production of the books themselves, but also 
in the overhead, and they separate overhead expenses from the ex- 
penses attributed directly to production. We have according to that 
a certain percentage given to us by the auditors that we estimate for 
overhead expenses. Then we make the prices of our books for the 
following year according to that and we add in our overhead expense. 
If a private individual wants us to do something for them, we let 
them have it at the same rate, but the overhead has already been 
taken care of, and you can say that amount of overhead might be 
considered a profit. 

Mr. Rossion. That same profit going to your institution? 

Mr. BraMuETTe. Yes. 

Mr. Rossron. But there is no profit paid to any stockholder or 
individual? 4 

Mr. BrRaMLETTE. No. 

Mr. Nutson. That is the question we will be asked. 

Mr. THatcHEeR. Permit me to say that the basic act provides that 
not a dollar of the Federal Government’s appropriation shall ever be 
expended for the leasing of buildings or anything of that sort; it only 
goes for the books and equipment furnished to these schools. (See 
act of March 3, 1879.) 

Mr. Rosston. To whom do you make your report of the expend- 
ing of this fund? 

Mr. Bramuetre. We address this report primarily, as you will 
see it is addressed here, to the board of trustees, which consists of 
seven local trustees, which act as an executive committee for the 
affair during the year, and each superintendent of the State schools 
is ex officio one of the superintendents. 

Mr. Rogston. Do you make that report to the Federal Govern- 
ment? 

Mr. Tuatcuer. To the Treasury Department. 

Mr. BraMueTTe. Yes; to the Congress of the United States, the 
General Assembly of Kentucky, the governors of the States of the 
Union, to whom this is addressed, and they are sent out every year. 

Mr. Tuatcuer. That is an annual appropriation made by Con- 
gress under the present law and goes for recommendation to the 
Treasury to whom this report is made, then to the Budget Bureau, 
and then the Committee on Appropriations—a total, under existing 
acts, of $50,000 a year. 

Mr. Roxsston. What Federal agency checks up your books? 

Mr. Bramuertre. The Treasury Department. I do not know the 
auditor in the Treasury Department who has charge of it. 

Mr. Rossion. The Federal Government—the Treasury Depart- 
ment does check you up? 

Mr. Bramuetrs. Absolutely. 

Mr. Rozsion. To see that your auditors are doing right and that 
you are doing right. 

Mr. Bramuerre. They first pass our accounts and then they make 
the check to us for our appropriation. 

Mr. Rossron. In these accountings and checking up by the Treas- 
ury Department has there been any criticism or intimation that any 
of these funds have been wasted? 
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Mr. Bramuetre. No, sir. | 

Mr. Rossion. Or used for any other than the purposes specified? 

Mr. BraMuerte. I am very happy to say there has never been any 
intimation—I am glad to say that they have always given their most 
hearty commendation. 

Mr. Fuercuer. Then why did this legislation fail to pass the other 
time? 

Mr. Rosston. It did pass; they fixed it at a certain sum. 

Mr. THatcuer. The act of 1879 fixed it at $10,000; the act of 1919 
increased it by $40,000, and this is a request for an authorization to 
make it $75,000, for an increase of $25,000 a year, in addition to the 
$50,000 at present. 

Mr. Fuetcuer. None of these increases when presented have ever 
failed to pass? 

Mr. THatcHpr. No. The Treasury officials with whom I have 
talked are very friendly to this legislation. They can not recommend 
for annual appropriations anything more than the basic act author- 
izes; otherwise they would probably have recommended. an increase 
at this time. 

Mr. Netson. Is it publicly owned entirely? 

Mr. Bramuerte. The grounds and buildings are owned, by | the 
east of Kentucky, but they charge not a cent ey rent or anything 
else 

Mr. TuHatcuer. They just furnish it? 

Mr. BraMuetTe. Just furnish it, and all the States hone to that 
extent. 

Mr. Rossion. The Blind School of Kentucky does. not ‘get any 
more, as compared with the blind of other States. 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. No, sir. 

Mr. Newson. Does any private individual or any. corporation Bal 
the profit out. of it? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Absolutely not; not a penny, no, sir. 

Mr. Hate. IJ notice in your annual report which you handed us, 
1925, the first item in receipts is from customers, in the sum of 
$59, 000, which is approximately half of your total receipts. 

Mr. Bramunrre. Yes. 

Mr. Haze. From what source does that. come and from what 
goods sold? 

Mr. Bramurrre. That includes that contract for the Veterans’ 
Bureau, something over $40,000. The libraries usually order some- 
thing like five or more thousand dollars. worth of books, private 
individuals sometimes buy, adult, blind who. have gone from school 
buy books occasionally, I think they buy something like, $5,000) 
worth. So that makes up: the aggregate of that amount. 

Mr. Hause. It was in that year that the $40,000 contract came 
from the Veterans’ Bureau. | | 

Mr, BramunTrTe. Yes, in 1925. 

Mr. Haun. There is another io in the receipts, money invested 
in Kentucky State warrants, $12,000. What is that? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. That was a temporary sort of thing. The money 
was there in the bank. We get this money in $25,000 amounts and 
other large amounts and it is ine or six months before we have occa- 
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sion to use it, and we buy those warrants temporarily and we make 
a little interest on that instead’ of letting it lie idle in the bank. 

Mr. Hate. You made an investment? | LER AAT EE 
‘Mr. Bramuetrr. Yes. $495 id $84 

Mr. Rosston. The interest comes to your fund and is used in the 
business? ABOTII4 

Mr. BramuetrTs. That is added to the fund. : 

Mr. Hate. At the end of the fiscal year there ought to be a balance 
on hand of $14,000. What is done with that balance? 

Mr. Bramuerte. That has been used since that was made. 

Mr. THatrcuer. That was a carry-over balance? | 

Mr. Bramuerre. That was a carry-over balance, and we always 
have a balance. We can not make a clean sheet at the end of the 
fiscal year. | 

Mr. THatcuer. It is simply absorbed in the ordinary course of 
doing business? iN | Inv 9" 
Mr. Bramunrre. Yes, that goes over and is a continuous operation. 
“Mr. Dovatass.’ Is my recollection correct that you stated you 
supplied these same institutions with these books free of cost to them? 

Mr. Bramuette. To that extent, to’ the extent of the $50,000. 

Mr. Dovetas. To the extent that the quota allowed. Sire 21 
~ Mr. Bramuetrtre. Yes. ‘The fact that emphasizes the need of 
these schools for an increased quota is that they had to buy this last 
year $16,000 worth of books in ‘addition. “Many of them would have 
bought if they had had money but they did not. It'emphasizes the 
need of these schools for additional appropriation. 

Mr. Douvétass. If the amount allowed in the quota is insufficient 
and the State needs more, it has to buy. | | rE 

Mr. Wetsu. If you get the $25,000 additional will the quota ‘then 
be-all that is needed? | OFI9 | 

Mr. Bramuette. I think that will meet their present needs. \ 

Mr. Rossron: Will you need that much money? MAHA 1M 
Mr. Bramuetrre. Yes; 1 think it isa very moderate sum,.com- 
pared with their needs. | | 9 HS 

Mr. Rossion. Point out the items that led the:committee and you 
to believe that you need this $25,000. | Ll 

Mr. Bramurtre. I intended'to do that. Not only this fact, that 
last year they have brought $16,000 worth in addition to their quota, 
but many schools not having money could not. buy, and you can 
very readily see there were $10,000 more in books that: they needed 
and could not buy. | In addition to the manufacture of books, one 
form of our work I have scarcely touched on; that is, the-making of 
tangible apparatus. We do make some maps and I have packages 
of maps there that we make. There are many other things like writ- 
ing slates and stylus, like the Braille machine, and apparatus for the 
demonstration of problems and things of that kind especially adapted 
to the blind that we have hardly touched on. We have not had money 
enough to take up the manufacture of tangible apparatus, but we do 
want to take that up. We want to increase the making of desk 
maps. We want to make these maps, and tangible apparatus such 
as are needed in school work. | | ct oief1) 
The appropriation is intended to take care of the printing of books, 
and tangible apparatus, but we have hardly touched on tangible 
apparatus yet at all, and it is very much in demand. They want us 
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to make these Braille writing slates, etc. Every pupil in school uses 
one to write his compositions. We ought to furnish, them in the 
quota. <A firm in Chicago is manufacturing them. It takes money 
to do that but some one has to do it, and they have shown public 
enterprise by manufacturing and selling them at $2 apiece. If we 
could make those things and furnish them in the quota, it would help 
matters. We are making dissected maps, relief maps, basic maps, 
and some desk maps, That is the only exception in the line of mak- 
ing tangible apparatus. 

Mr. Dovauass. You are the only institution in the country that 
is doing this work to this extent for the blind. 

Mr. Bramuerte. For schools? 

Mr. Dovauass. I mean for schools. 

Mr. Bramunrre. Yes; the others are doing what they can on the 
side, The real object of these private institutions is largely to give 
employment to certain blind people in their. communities. 

Mr. Dovctass. This argument will be made, that here is a work 
that,the blind institutions.of the State should do themselves and can 
do. What would be your answer to that? 

Mr. Bramuerre, They never do and can not. 

Mr. Tuatouer. I will try to answer that. Congress in 1879, and 
again in,1919, undertook to fix a;Federal policy in regard to this 
subject, and all these years we have been operating under this policy 
in making those appropriations, and if this bill is reported favorably 
you are not embarking on,a new policy, but simply carrying out an 
established policy of Congress, and, simply meeting, an, enlarged 
need under that policy. If each State undertook to build and main- 
tain,a plant of this kind, most ofthe States would altogether fail, 
as the cost to, each would be too great to meet, But a single. in- 
stitution, operated for the benefit of all the States, constitutes a 
feasible, economical plan, and these considerations appear to have 
led to the action of Congress in the enactment of the measures re- 
ferred to. This appropriation started in 1879. 

_. Mr. Dovauass. For this, particular institution? 

Mr. Tuatcuer. Yes; under the basic, act. of 1879, and you, are 
operating under that in ‘making the present annual appropriations. 

Mr. Douauass, The substance of this bill is that you, ask for an 
additional $25,000 over your Present allowance. | | 

‘Mr. Tuatcuer. Yes. 

Mr. Fuercuer. For how long a period will this appropriation take 
care of that need? | 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. It is supposed to be for each year. 

Mr. Rossion. This will make the Federal participation $75,000 
each year instead of $50,000. 

Mr. Tuatcuer. The time may come when that will be inadequate. 

Mr. Rosston. You have got the plant there. If other States 
would enter into this work, they would have to build plants. That 
would cost them how much? 

Mr. Bramuetre. $100,000 each. They can not afford it. 

Mr. Buacx. Are you paying any royalty on) this material? 

Mr. Bramuetrre. No, sir; not any... Let me expand that idea for 
amoment. The very fact that Kentucky began this alone before the 
appropriation of $10,000 was passed in 1897, some of the neighboring 
States contributed their lot at the rate of $5 a pupil and helped them 
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out of this old line letter print, and they got books in return for that 
amount. That was setting the pace, and that was inadequate. 
Now, if such a thing were possible by each particular State it would 
have been taken up long ago, but they all helped this one as a public 
enterprise needed everywhere. All the States joined hands with 
Kentucky. . 

Mr. Buacx. And are taking advantage of it. 

Mr. Bramuette. Yes; and I say I express the earnest desire of the 
superintendent of every State school in the Union when I ask you 
gentlemen to allow the $25,000 additional. 

Mr. Buack. Are you doing any business with the New York State 
Department of Education or the city? Do they take any material? 

Mr. Bramuette. There is a school for the blind at Batavia, and 
one in New York City, and in addition the city public schools have 
a ratio coming to them. That is laid down in the report. 

Mr. FuetcHer. Some one will ask about the amount of salaries 
received on the floor of the House. 

Mr. Bramuetre. Yes. The detailed list of the salaries is all given 
in that report and the salaries range just a little bit below wholesale 
prosperous printing establishments. We are not as high as any 
of them. 

Mr. FietcHer. Do you pay the union scale? Is that what you 
mean? 

Mr. Bramuetre. We do not follow the union scale, except to the 
extent of their hours. But there is no such thing as a union scale; 
it can not apply in our work because there is nothing like it. 

Mr. FurrcHer. Overtime? 

Mr. Bramuetre. We have very little overtime but have always 
paid them time and a half when it is necessary to have overtime. 
Very little has ever happened that made overtime work necessary. 

Mr. Fuetcuer. The superintendent has a salary established by 
the State? 

Mr. BramuettTe. No, sir; established by the trustees of the insti- 
tution in annual assembly meeting once a year at Louisville. They 
go over the report of work that has been done in the past year, elect 
a superintendent for a term of two years, and fix the salary. 

Mr. TuatcHer. The lower the overhead expense the more books 
they are likely to get, and there is every incentive to each superin- 
tendent to see to it that this work is well regulated. : 

Mr. Rosston. How long have you been superintendent of this 
institution? 

Mr. Bramuertre. Three years. 

Mr. Bopston. What is your salary? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. $6,500. 

Mr. Ropston. What business were you engaged in before you 
went there? 

Bele BRAMLETTE. Superintendent of the Texas School for the 
ind. 

Mr. Rossion. How long? 

Mr. Bramuettre. Almost 13 years. 

Mr. Rosston.. Where is that school? 

Mr. Bramuettre. Austin, Tex. 

Mr. Roxsston. What is. the number of pupils? 
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Mr. BraMuLeTTE. We have 240 to 260 pupils.. It is one of the 
largest institutions, following Perkins Institution, the school at 
‘Columbus, Ohio, and another. Ours was about third or fourth in 
size. 

Mr. Rossron. In what business did you engage before you became 
head of the blind school at Austin? 

Mr. Bramuette. | have been a teacher all my life; superintendent 
of schools at. Fort Worth, Texarkana, Huntsville; president. of 
John Tarleton College, Stephenville, Tex.; and professor in the 
A. and M. of Texas, College Station, Tex.; and before that I was 
instructor of ancient languages in Texas University. 

Mr. Rogston. Did those positions deal with the blind? 

Mr. BramuetTtTex. No, sir; none of them. 

Mr. Rogston. How long have you been engaged ‘in the blind work? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Sixteen to seventeen years. 

Mr. WetsH. You have specialized? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes. 

Mr. Wetsx#. How old are you? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Sixty-odd. 

Mr. Rosston. I want Congress to know that he has been in this 
business long enough to know what he is talking about. 

Mr. WetsH. He qualifies as an expert. 

Mr. Rosston, You have offered here a book as an illustration? 

Mr. Bramuette. Yes; a book used in the high-school department. 

Mr. Rossion. Twelve by fourteen inches in size. 

Mr. BraMuetrre. This is the usual size of our books. Many of 
them are larger, that is, thicker. 

Mr. Rogsion. What does it cost to reproduce a book like that? 

Mr. BramMuetre. The cost of that is written down, at $4.70. 
Take off of that 15 per cent, the discount we now allow. 

Mr. Rogston. Those books cost quite a great deal more, three 
or four times more than a book representing the same subject in 
ordinary print. 

Mr. BraMureTTe. Yes. Rev. L. B. Chamberlain, executive 
secretary of the American Bible Society, located at New York, in 
an article published in the Outlook for the Blind a few days ago 
made a comparison with the ordinary book. The Braille Bible 
cost a hundred times as much as the corresponding printed book on 
an average. 

Mr. Rosston. Do you print Bibles? 

Mr. BramuettTe. No; except for the American Bible Society, when 

they want us to, Last, year we had nearly $5,000 worth for them. 
Mr. Rogston. What does it cost to print the Bibles? | 

Mr. Bramuetre. The cost of a Bible is large; the volumes cost 
on an average of $3.50 to $4 or apiece and there are about 21 or 
more volumes. | | 

Mr. Rosston. That would bring the cost of a Bible up to $75 or 
$100? 

Mr. BraMuerre. $75 to $100. I have in that same connection 
something interesting, and that is, the improvements we are making 
now on printing. You can see that book is printed on one side of 
the page. We have worked out a system of interpoint printing. 
Here are a number of pages you may examine. That [indicating] 
is printed on both sides of the paper. That has diminished not only 
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the quantity of the material in a book but the number of volumes and 
the size of the volumes. The Bible printed in that manner would 
have less than 20 volumes of smaller size, and would be 5 feet high 
in a pile compared with 21 volumes about 13 or 14 feet high. 

Mr. Dovetass. I notice on pages 21 and 22 of your report, and it is 
of interest to me because I am interested in Massachusetts schools, 
and Perkins Institute for the Blind is in my city. 

Mr. Bramunrrre. Yes. 

Mr. Dovetass. I notice that out of that quota of $50,000 they 
are the largest to whom you give and they receive $2,450. 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes, that much valuation of books. 

Mr. Dove.ass. And. $2,452.17—that they have received that 
value of books from your institution. 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes. 

Mr. Furtcuer. Why should they not receive an appropriation 
from their home State to take care of that cost, at least the exact cost 
of production? 

Mr. Rosston. You would have to deal with every State. It 
would be conflicting. 

Mr. Douvauass. Practically it would be the State fund because 
the Massachusetts institution, Perkins, gets money from the State 
and they are certain to buy books from you. 

Mr. BramuetrtTe. They get so much per capita for every pupil to 
maintain the school and not only that but several New England 
States do not have schools but appropriate so much per capita and 
send their children to the Perkins Institute, thereby saving the 
overhead cost of carrying on an institution of their own. 

Mr. Rosston. Yes; because of the peculiar nature of this work, 
about the only way to carry it on to adyantage is through a ‘central 
authority. 

Mr. Hause. How do you purchase your supplies? 

Mr. BraMuetre. By bids. 

Mr. Haug. Competitive bids? 

Mr. BraMuetTs. Yes; we have at least three bids on our pur-: 
chases of raw materials. 

Mr. Haus. Is there any contemplated increase in salary involved. 
in this request? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. No, sir; not any. 

Mr. Hatz. Have you made any compilation, if inquiry is made for: 
the figures which form the basis of your request for $25,000 additional, 
showing how you get at that to be your present need? 

Mr. BRaAMLETTE. One. may say it is a guess; but I think it is a. 
very accurate guess or estimate, based largely on the amount that - 
the schools have bought beyond their quota and other schools that. 
would like to buy if they had the money, and also what is necessary 
for the manufacture of tangible apparatus. 

Mr. Hate. It is your best judgment from your, experience in. 
managing an institution? | 
_ Mr. Tuatcuer. And the judgment of the board of trustees. 

_ Mr. Bramuertre. And also the board of trustees are firmly of that. 
opinion. 
Mr. Rogsion. And the superintendents of the various States? 

Mr. Bramurtrs. The various superintendents in assembly when: 
they discussed this matter were of opinion that we need. at least. 
$25,000; that is the lowest figure. 
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Mr. Fuercuer. It is really an estimate rather than a guess? 

Mr. Bramusrte. It is really a very accurate estimate. 

Mr. Rossion. Then you are not able to furnish to them this 
tangible apparatus that is contemplated by the act? 

Mr. BrRamuetTTe. No, sir; I have hardly touched on that question 
of tangible apparatus which we ought to manufacture and send out 
also under the quota. 

Mr. FurtcHer. There is no politics in this at all. 

Mr. Bramuetre. No, sir; none whatever. 

Mr. Tuatcuer. It is a well managed institution. We know it in 
Louisville because we see its operation. Mr. Bramlette is selected 
by superintendents from all over the country. 

Mr. Rogpston. How are you selected? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. By the superintendents of the blind schools of 
all the States who meet at Louisville once a year, and there they not 
only elect a superintendent but go over reports in detail, not only go 
through them but have an auditing committee in addition and a regu- 
lar audit by Meldrum & Meldrum. 

Mr. Rosston. For how long are you elected? 

Mr. BrRaMLETTE. Every two years. 

Mr. Rosston. You are elected by the superintendents of all the 
States? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes. 

Mr. Rosston. Do the trustees of the institution in Kentucky have 
anything to say about it? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. One voice each. 

Mr. Rossion. You have been elected and reelected? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes. 

Mr. Rosston. Was there any opposition to your reelection? 

Mr. BramuerttTe. None that I know of. I have always gone on 
the idea that as long as I do my duty and do it with all my might I 
have no time to think of opposition. The national institution at 
London with all its endowments and its income from bounties pub- 
lished last year only one-third as many books as we did. 

Mr. Rossion. The institution at London? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes; the national institute for the blind. 

Mr. Rosston. That is the next biggest institution in the world? 

Mr. BramMuetre. That has always been considered the biggest and 
- claims so in its catalogue. 

Mr. Rogsion. You produce at less cost? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. At about the same cost, but they have more finan- 
cial backing than we have. That institution has a wonderful endow- 
ment. 

Mr. TuatcuEer. You have been preparing these plates year after 
year and have great vaults stacked full of plates of the various text- 
books? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. Yes. 

Mr. Rossron. When you print the Bible how high is it? 

Mr. Bramuette. The way they print it now the volumes would 
form a pile about 14 feet high. 

Mr. Fuercuer. You do not print many of those. 

Mr. Bramuetre. A good many; you would be surprised to know 
the way that we are getting them published and I am now con- 
sidering the making an offer to the American Bible Society to publsih 
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by this interpoint system, by which it will be 5 feet high and the vol-. 
umes will be smaller than the other volumes. 

Mr. Ropston. How will the cost compare? 

Mr. BraMLETTE. The cost will be a little less per volume. 

Mr. Rossion. How much less? 

Mr. BRAMLETTE. About $65 will be the whole cost, heres now it 
is more than $80. 

Mr. Rossion. That is made possible by your discovery or in- 
vention? 

Mr. BrRaMueTTE. Yes. It is not our discovery, but only our. per- 
fecting the method. | 

Mr. FuetcHer. How much a pound for this paper? 

Mr. BrRaMLETTE. Sixteen cents. 

(Thereupon, the committee went into executive session, and at 
12 o’clock noon adjourned to meet again at the call of the chairman.) 
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